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Dear brothers and sisters, 

 

William Temple, 98th Archbishop of Canterbury from 1942 to 1944, once said 

this: “The Church is the only society that exists for the benefit of those who are 

not its members.” In this modern age, when a very large majority of the                
community around us has grown up without any church affiliation, it is a very 

good idea for those of us for whom church is a central part of our lives, to 

think carefully and deliberately about who we are, and why we are who we 

are.  

 

Every Sunday morning, while many of our friends and neighbors sleep in or 

read the paper or cut the grass we the little band of St. Philippians pull in to the 

church parking lot or walk down the street and gather to read the Word of God 

and expound upon it, to sing his praises and offer up our own prayers, and 

most especially to gather around his Table for the Eucharistic meal of our 

Lord's Body and Blood. For most of us, I think, it is such an important part of 

our lives that when we miss church it throws the whole rest of our week off!         

I know that was true for me, even before I became a priest.  

 

But Archbishop Temple reminds us that we are not the Church merely for the 

purpose of fulfilling our duty to God, nor for our own enjoyment, as precious 

as that is for us. (I love being here!) Jesus Christ chose us and gathered us          

together for his purpose, to carry out his mission. We have a job to do –            

motivated and empowered by the love of the Creator for his whole creation: 

“For God so loved the world that he sent his Son.” And now the Son has sent 

us. “Just as the Father sent me,  now I am sending you,” he told his disciples in 

that upper room as they were standing around in joyful disbelief to see their 

Lord and Master and friend alive again.  

 

It is a formidable thing to know that we are carrying the torch passed on to us 
by Jesus Christ. In his second letter to the Corinthians, Paul calls us 

“Ambassadors of Reconciliation.” “In Christ, God was reconciling the world 

to himself,” Paul wrote, “not counting their trespasses against them, and             

entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. Therefore, we are ambassadors 
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Welcoming the weary, dedicated to 

discipleship 
“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I 

will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you and learn from 

me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find 

rest for your souls.” (Matthew 11:28-29) 



 

 

for Christ, God making his appeal through us.” First and foremost, we are here at 42 S. Main Street 

in Norwood because our neighbors and friends need to hear the appeal of the Father, who is calling 

them home, who does not count their trespasses against them, whose heart longs to welcome and  

embrace every one of them. That is our message. That is our job description.  

 

But, following the example of our Lord Jesus Christ we make the Father's appeal in concrete and 

earthy ways. We demonstrate his love by being good neighbors, willing listeners and cheerful 

friends. We demonstrate his concern by inviting our neighbors to our Community Suppers. We           

demonstrate his mercy by making good clothing and other important goods available in our new 
Thrift Shop for those who need them. We demonstrate his power and grace by offering his gift of 

healing to any and all that seek it: because the power to heal is not in us, it is in our Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ. 

 

We are just a few children of God here at St. Philip's, but we have been entrusted with the most            

sacred of ministries, the very ministry of the Father's heart. And our success is assured, because we 

do not work on our own, by our own strength, with our own wisdom (thank goodness for that!) We 

work as co-laborers with God himself, in the power and mind of Christ.  

 

As we say at our dismissal: Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit!                   

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

With much love, 

Kathryn+ 

 School of Healing Prayer 
 I ask your prayers for the members of our Healing team, who will be going through a course 

of  training from May 13 – 16. Representatives from the Diocese's School of Healing Prayer at Christ 

the King Spiritual Life Center are coming up to St. John's Church in Massena to facilitate this course. 

We are all so excited to grow in our understanding of the important ministry of healing, and learning 

how better to be conduits of God's incredible power for healing bodies, minds, and spirits. These 

members of our church have committed to four very full days of training and practice so that they 

can better minister to you and anyone else who comes to St. Philip's in need of healing.  

 Remember us! Deb Dewey, Michael and Helen Harris, Lynn Howe, and me,  Mtr. Kathryn.  

Thank you! 
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May 10 –June 6th 

 Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

10     The Sixth                 

Sunday of Easter                    

10:00 am Holy  

Eucharist  Moth-

er’s Day                              
   

11  
 

 

12 

10:30am 

Essential 

Jesus study 

Common 

Cents              

10-2pm 

13          

No Healing 

Service 

14 

Ascension 

Day 

Common 

Cents            

10-2pm 

15 
 

 

16 

Common 

Cents              

10-Noon 

17   The Seventh  

Sunday of Easter 

10:00 am Holy  

Eucharist   
    
 

 

18 19 

10am 

Essential 

Jesus study  

Common 

Cents           

10-2pm 

20    

10am 

Healing Prayer 

service 

Women’s 

Guild –Noon 

 

21   

Common 

Cents             

10-2pm 

22 

 

23 

Common 

Cents             

10-Noon 

24 The  Day of 

Pentecost             

Whitsunday 

10:00 am Holy  

Eucharist         

         

25 

Memorial 

Day 
 

26  

 

10am 

Essential 

Jesus study  

Common 

Cents            

10-2pm 

27           

10am 

Healing Prayer 

service 

Community 

Supper              

5-6:30 pm 

 

28  

Common 

Cents               

10-2pm 
 

 

29  

 

30 

 

Common 

Cents               

10-Noon 

 

 

 

31 The First 

Sunday after 

Pentecost 

Trinity Sunday 

10:00 am Holy  

Eucharist         

June 1 2 

10am 

Essential 

Jesus study  

Common 

Cents               

10-2pm 

3 

10am 

Healing Prayer 

service 

4 

Common 

Cents                

10-2pm 

5 

Diocesan 

Convention 

begins 

6 

Common 

Cents                 

10-Noon 

 

School of Healing Prayer at St. John’s Massena 
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May 

Birthdays 

2—Shirley Rookey 

6 Gary Hargrave 

9—Sam Colbert 

15—Alice Goodrich 

26—Charlotte Kovich 

 

 

 
 

 

Date Acolyte 

Chalice Bearer 

 

 

Altar Guild Reader Prayers of the 

People 

 

Ushers/

Greeters 

May 10 Roseanna  Laura Helen Charlie  

Sam 

May 17 Charlie  Roseanna Bob Weaver Michael  

Helen 

May 24 Helen  Carroll Romi Romi 

Irene 

May 31 Jacob Karen 

Helen 

Charlie Irene Charlie 

Sam 

May   Ministry   Schedule 

June Anniversaries 

2—Carroll & Rev. Kathryn 

Boswell 

25th Chris & Rev. Margaret 

Theodore 

29th Lynn & Lloyd Howe 

There will be a Memorial Day parade on May 25th in                 

Norwood beginning at 11am.  A service will take place in 

the park immediately following.  

 

 

P
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Shop 
Business in our new thrift shop is going very well. With the 

tireless efforts and practical experience of Sharon Yousey, and 
many, many helping hands, we were well prepared for our big 

opening day on May 2 (although we had already served a fair 

number of customers in the week previous to our “official” 

opening). We have received an abundance of donations already 

from community members, so that not only is our store stocked 

to capacity, but we have stock waiting “in the wings” to                    

re-stock as necessary, and we have a large stock of winter   

clothing for men, women and children on hand. Women from our sister churches in                 

Norwood, especially from the new St. Vincent DePaul Society at St. Andrew's, have                

generously offered their help, as well. Just a few notes as we get ourselves situated: 

 

It will be very, very helpful for Sharon if workers can commit to specific hours each week, 

and to put your names on the calendar located on the desk. Sharon needs to know she will 

have the help she needs for all the hours we are open. 

I would ask us all to remember that the donations given us for CC are given for the purpose 

of reaching out to our neighbors in need. We should consider that the best of what we                   

receive is the rightful property of the neediest of our customers! 

For your information, the proceeds from all sales (after taxes) will be used for ministry and 

outreach – either to benefit local ministries like the food pantry or children in need at the 

schools, or for the needs of our Church, to facilitate our ministries. A Board is being formed 

to oversee all financial decisions.  

Thank you so, so much for all your help and encouragement! 
 

  

Lord Jesus, as God's Spirit came down and rested upon you, 

May the same Spirit rest on us, 

Bestowing his sevenfold gifts. 

First, grant us the gift of understanding, 

By which your precepts may enlighten our minds. 

Second, grant us counsel, by which we may follow 

in your footsteps on the path of righteousness. 

Third, grant us courage, 

by which we may ward off the enemy's attacks. 

Fourth, grant us knowledge, 
by which we can distinguish good from evil. 

Fifth, grant us piety, 

by which we may acquire compassionate hearts. 

Sixth, grant us fear, 

by which we may draw back from evil 

and submit to what is good. 

Seventh, grant us wisdom, 

that we may taste fully the life-giving sweetness of your love. 
 

                   (Prayer of St. Bonaventure to the Holy Spirit)  - submitted by Helen Harris 
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Bishop's Message                                                                                                       

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 

The 147th Annual Convention of the Diocese of Albany is rapidly approaching.            

Scheduled for Friday, June 5th through Sunday, June 7th at Camp of the Woods in 

Speculator, New York, all clergy and laity (young and old) throughout the Diocese are 

invited and welcome to attend. The Convention is truly intended to be a family event 

with plenty of activities and events planned for all ages. 

 

This year's theme: "Three Persons, One God - Three Streams, One Church" (Anglo-Catholic, Evangelical and 

Charismatic), will be reflected in the various workshops and plenary sessions, as well as each of the worship 

services. 

 

We are honored to have with us for this year's Convention the 103rd Archbishop of Canterbury, The Right 

Reverend and Right Honorable The Lord Carey of Clifton and his wife, Lady Eileen Carey. Lord Carey will be 

the preacher at the Saturday afternoon Holy Eucharist as well as the preacher at the Saturday evening            

Healing Service. 

 

The Very Reverend Dr. Steven Peay, Dean of Nashotah House, will be our Saturday morning Plenary Speaker. 

The Saturday afternoon Plenary Session will comprise a panel discussion by four missionary bishops - The Rt. 

Rev. Dr. Grant LeMarquand (Area Bishop for the Horn of Africa in the Diocese of Egypt with North Africa 

and the Horn of Africa), The Rt. Rev. Todd McGregor (Bishop of Toliara, Madagscar), The Rt. Rev. Darren 

McCartney (Bishop Suffragan of the Arctic) and The Rt. Rev. Fanuel Magangani (Bishop of Northern Malawi). 

The moderator of the panel discussion will be The Rt. Rev. Harold Miller (Bishop of Down and Dromore, 

Northern Ireland). 

 

Other highlights of Convention include a multitude of workshops (you can see a preliminary list of the work-

shops and their descriptions on the Diocesan website), Spirit-filled worship, beautiful music (traditional and 

contemporary), excellent preaching and teaching, a time for prayer and healing ministry, Christian fellowship 

with family and friends from around the Diocese and the wider Anglican Communion, as well as enjoyable  

entertainment and recreation, all in a beautiful Adirondack setting. 

 

In addition to everything just mentioned, ministry to the youth of the Diocese is a vital part of the Convention 

weekend. A Diocesan Youth Rally will be held at Camp of the Woods for the middle school and high school 

age kids. A Vacation Bible School will be conducted for the elementary school age kids and day care will be 

provided for the infants and babies. Parents and grandparents, please bring your children. 

 

For those who like to arrive early, registration at Camp of the Woods begins Friday morning at 10:00. The first 

workshops will be offered at 2:00 p.m. Dinner begins at 5:30 p.m. Evening Prayer is at 7:00 p.m. followed by 

the Bishop's Address and the official opening of the Convention at approximately 7:30 p.m. The first ballot of 

voting will take place Friday night before adjourning for the evening. The business session will resume at 9:00 

a.m. Saturday, and will hopefully be finished by lunch time. The main Convention Eucharist will be celebrated 

at 3:30 p.m. Saturday. A healing prayer service will be held Saturday at 7:00 p.m. The Convention will                   

conclude with the Youth Mass Sunday morning. (For a schedule for all the events of the weekend, see the           

Diocesan website.) 

 

If you have never been to the Diocesan Convention, this would be a great year to come. If you have been                  

before, please join us again. The Diocesan Convention is one of the highlights of the year.  

 

Faithfully yours in Christ, +Bill  

 

May 6th, 2015 
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                Mark your calendars! 
  This month's Community Supper will be held  

                  May 27th  from 5 – 6:30 
 

                   Our May menu is: 

 

              Hot Dogs and Baked Beans 

                       Corn Bread 

      Salads 

           Fruit Pie with Ice Cream 

         Coffee 

 
Your presence and participation are needed in many ways: providing good                    

home-made food of course, but also welcoming our guests and being there to 

share with them in food and conversation.  

I hope to see you all there! 

 

 
Some Family History 

 

A few weeks ago one of my cousins, who is very interested in the family history, sent me 

some information about my great grandparents, their names, birthdates, hometowns and so on. 

I had never known anything about them and it was interesting even to know that little bit of 

information about them. It occurred to me that a lot of us don't know our family histories very 

far back at all.  

 

But we also have a spiritual ancestry, our fathers and mothers in the faith, that goes back about 

80 generations now since Jesus came. We all know that first generation, of course, the apostles 
mainly. But who came after them? Hardly any of us know the missing 78 generations of 

Christian witnesses that came between that first generation and us. 

 

Some of their stories are pretty interesting, and some of their ideas still shape the way we think 

and act. The first generation after the apostles included a man named Ignatius and so next 

month I will write a short account of his life and times. I hope you enjoy it. 

 

          Carroll 

 

In Brief 


