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Dear brothers and sisters, 
 There is a tiresome but somewhat true Episcopalian joke that goes something 
like this: When you go into a Roman Catholic sacristy, there will always be a picture 
of the Pope displayed on the wall. When you go into a Presbyterian sacristy, there 
will always be a picture of John Calvin holding his Institutes. When you go into a 
Methodist sacristy, there will always be a picture of Jesus. But when you go into an 
Episcopalian sacristy, there will always be a full-length mirror. 
 
 The joke might be meant to imply that Episcopalians have peacock        
tendencies, admiring their ecclesiastical finery above all else. But any Episcopalian 
knows that the purpose of the full-length mirror is to check things like whether the 
stole is uneven, or the alb hitched up in the back, or the cincture knotted on the wrong 
side. (By the way, which IS the wrong side?) Because getting all those vestments on 
correctly takes some care and attention. 
 
 One of the many, many things I love about St. Philip's is that our sacristy is 
uncharacteristically free of full-length mirrors. Instead, we act as mirrors for one   
another. Errol might give me a friendly warning that my stole is hanging longer on 
one side as he passes through to the sanctuary. Helen might help Charlie with the 
troublesome knot in his cincture. I might help Karen adjust the back of her             
cotta – which is the short white garment she wears over her black cassock each    
Sunday when she plays the organ. And thus we all enter the sanctuary in good order, 
suitably arrayed in our holy vestments to worship and honor our perfect God. 
 
 Brothers and sisters, we need one another in our life of discipleship, and not 
only when we are putting on our special Sunday-morning garments. You need your 
sister to point out the good things God is doing through you. Your brother needs you 
to recognize the gift he hasn't even recognized yet, and point it out to him. Maybe 
sometimes we need to point out to one another that we are falling into some           
unhelpful habit or that we are lacking in grace towards someone. That can be hard 
and scary, but we bear that responsibility toward each other. James, the brother of our 
Lord, wrote: “My brothers and sisters, if anyone among you wanders from the truth 
and is brought back by another, you should know that whoever brings back a sinner 
from wandering will save the sinner’s soul from death and will cover a multitude of 
sins.”  (James 5:19-20) 
 
 But often it seems to me that what people have the most trouble seeing is the 
good in themselves. We are so prone to judge ourselves harshly, to notice all our own 
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Welcoming the weary, dedicated to  

discipleship 
“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I 

will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you and learn from 
me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find 

rest for your souls.” (Matthew 11:28-29) 



 

 

flaws and to be blind to the strengths God has given us. We all too often forget what the psalmist wrote, “You 
knit me together in my mother's womb; I am fearfully and wonderfully made!” (Ps. 139:13-14) We desperately 
need the holy mirrors of our brothers and sisters for encouragement, to reflect the gracious light of that truth  
into our lives. If we are to love others as ourselves, we had better begin by loving ourselves. 
 
 The most important thing to know, of course, is that as we see our images in one another, the image we 
see above and in and through all else is our Lord Jesus Christ: Christ in me and Christ in you and Christ in all 
of us who are united as his beloved Body. And that image is without fault or stain or shadow, yesterday, today, 
and forever. 
 
  All praise and glory and majesty to our perfect and gracious and beautiful Lord! 
 
Much love, 
in Him, 
Kathryn+ 
 

     

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 

for he has looked with favor on his humble servant. 
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, 

and has lifted up the humble.   
 

For the great and powerful of this world, there are only two places in which their 
courage fails them, of which they are afraid deep down in their souls, from which 
they shy away. These are the manger and the cross of Jesus Christ. No powerful 

person dares to approach the manger, and this even includes King Herod. For this 
is where thrones shake, the mighty fall, the prominent perish, because God is 

with the lowly. Here the rich come to nothing, because God is with the poor and 
hungry, but the rich and satisfied he sends away empty. Before Mary, the maid, 

before the manger of Christ, before God in lowliness, the powerful come to 
naught; they have no right, no hope; they are judged. 

 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

God is in the Manger: Reflections on Advent and Christmas 
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December 2018 

Sunday Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

    3 

 
 

  1  Common 
Cents             
10-Noon 
 
Christmas 
Bazaar      
9-1pm 

2 The First Sunday of 
Advent 
Mass   
10:00 am  
   
 
Coffee Hour 

3 
 

4 
10 am Bible 
Study  
 
Common 
Cents  
10-2pm    

5   10:30 am    
Maplewood 
Nursing Home    
service Canton 
 
Evening Study 
“Walk in Love” 
6pm 

6 
Common Cents             
10-2pm 

7 
 
 

8          
Common 
Cents               
10-Noon 
 
10am Vestry 
Mtg. 
 

9  The Second Sunday 
of Advent 
Mass  10:00 am  
    
Coffee Hour 
 
Noteworthy Handbell 
Concert 3pm 

10 11 
10 am Bible 
Study  
   
Common    
Cents 10-2pm  
 
 
 

12  
 
 
 
Women’s Guild 
Mtg. Noon 
Christmas party 
 

13 
Common Cents             
10-2pm 
 
 

14 
 

15 

Common 
Cents               
10-Noon 
 
 10:00 am 
Daughters  
of the King 

16 The Third      
Sunday of Advent 
Mass  
10:00 am  
  Coffee Hour          
  
 

17 18          
10 am Bible 
Study  
 
 

19 
 

20 
 
 

21 
 

22 
 
           

23 The Fourth Sunday 
of Advent 
Mass 10:00 am   
 
Coffee Hour           
 
 

24 
5pm       
Lessons and 
Carols 
Covered 
dish after 
service 

25   
The Nativity 
of our Lord 
Jesus Christ 
 

26   
No Community    
Dinner            
 
 
 

 

27 28 29 
 
 

30The First Sunday 
after Christmas Day 
Mass 10:00 am   
 
Coffee Hour           
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Common Cents closed until January 8, 2019 



 

 

November 2018 

Sunday Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

Year B                          
Office Lectionary 
Year 2 

  
 

 
 

 1 
 

2 
 

3 Common 
Cents        
10-Noon 
10 am    
Vestry 
Common 
Threads      
1-3pm 

4 The Twenty-fourth      
Sunday after           
Pentecost Proper 26  
Mass 10:00 am  
 
Feast of All Saints  
observed 
 
Coffee Hour  

5 
 

6 
10 am   
Bible 
Study 
 
Common 
Cents             
10-2pm 

7 
 
 

8 
Common Cents             
10-2pm 
 
 

9 
 
 

10 
  Common 
Cents             
10-Noon 
 
 
 

11 The Twenty-fifth      
Sunday after           
Pentecost Proper 27  
Mass 10:00 am  
     Coffee Hour  
    

12 13  
 10am Bible 
Study 
 
Common 
Cents  
10-2pm  
 
 

14  
 
 
 
  Women’s 
Guild  @ noon     
 
Evening Study 
“Walk in 
Love” 6pm 
 

15 
Common Cents             
10-2pm 
 
 

16 
 
 
 

17 
Common 
Cents               
10-Noon 
 
10am   
Daughters of 
the King      
 

 

18  The Twenty-sixth      
Sunday after           
Pentecost Proper 28  
Mass 10:00 am  
Coffee Hour  
   

19 
Community      
Thanksgiv-
ing service 
7pm 

20 
 NO 10am    
Bible Study 
 
 

21 
 

22 
Thanksgiving 
Day 
 

23 
 
 

24 

 
 

25 The Last Sunday 
after Pentecost   

(Feast of Christ the 
King) 
Proper 29   
Mass 10:00 am     
Coffee Hour  

26 27 
10am Bible 
Study 
 
Common 
Cents  
10-2pm  

 28 
Community    
Dinner            
5-6:30pm 
 

 
 
 
 

29 
Common Cents  
10-2pm  

30  
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Mtr. Kathryn away at Priest retreat 

Common Cents closed for the week 

 

 

Why Wait? A Case for the Observance of Advent 
 

As I write, it is still more than a week until the un-ecclesiastical holiday of Halloween, and the houses on my 
street and the local businesses are decorated with pumpkins and scarecrows and ghosts and bright pots of 
chrysanthemums. The decorative strings of lights I see are mostly orange, in keeping with the season. But I 
know that in no time at all, the Halloween candy that didn't sell will be in the clearance bins, and stores and 
neighbors on all sides will begin to gear up for the biggest holiday of the year. 
 
But what about Advent? 
 
I think it is safe to say that for most people, Advent exists only within the walls of the Church, which refuses 
to put out her decorations until Christmas Eve, and stodgily forbids the singing of Christmas carols until we 
are all heartily tired of hearing them on the radio and in the aisles of the grocery store. At home, we join the 
world in the frantic rush and decorative frenzy that Christmas has become. It seems unavoidable. And there is 
so much to be done – cards, gifts, decorating, baking - and relatively little time in which to do it. And any-
way, we do remember the true “reason for the season.” 
 
But there is much going on in the world behind all the glitz and glamour of the holiday. We live in a world 
full of violence and poverty and hatred. Wealth and power belong to the very few, and the rights of the “have
-nots” are daily trampled under the relentless feet of the “haves”. The earth itself is sickened by the poisons 
of man's progress and laid bare by the demands of his greed. Of the  nearly 200 nations that exist in the world 
today, perhaps a dozen are not actively at war. Paul said it well, “The whole creation has been groaning in the 
pangs of childbirth to this very day.” 
 
In the midst of that groaning, Advent calls us to remember that we have hope. The Holy Child who was born 
two millenia ago gave us his promise that he would come again, not this time in weakness and poverty, but in 
glory, with healing and justice, and most especially for those the world has despised and rejected. His Church 
has been living in the expectation of his return these 2,000 years. It is easy to let our hopes fade. It is easy to 
be distracted by the worries and the temptations of the world we can see and hear and touch. It is easy to lose 
faith, no question about it. But Advent is the time for our faith to be replenished, and our hope strengthened. 
And so now, with communion of all the saints, past, present and future, we enter a new season of Advent. 
 
I know you are all busy. But I encourage you to make time for hope this year. 
 
 

O Rising Brightness of the Everlasting Light 
and Sun of Righteousness: 

come Thou and enlighten those 

who sit in darkness 

and in the shadow of death. 
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Give Thanks in All Things! All Things? You’re Kidding, Right? 
 

By Steve McSwain 
 

Saint Paul said, “In everything, give thanks” (1 Thess. 5:17). 
 
Yeah right? Who does that? Give thanks for everything? Really? You’ve got to be kidding, Paul. Not one of 
your more inspiring moments, if you ask me. 
 
For pleasures? Well, of course! For friends and family and good times! Yes. Yes. Of course, I give thanks for 
all those things and lots more. 
 
That I have a job and my health? Yes. That the children seem to be doing well and the grandchildren are 
healthy and happy? Yes, yes. For all of this, I give thanks. 
 
How could I not? But give thanks for everything? Come on! 
 
Who does that? Who gives thanks for pain? For disappointments? Like the one two friends of mine must be 
feeling this morning? Their two-year-old daughter is being buried today after losing her two-year fight with 
leukemia. 
 
Talk about a disappointment. Talk about a damn and confusing as well as unfair turn of affairs. Then some wag 
like Saint Paul comes along and has the audacity to suggest, “In everything, give thanks!” I hold my grandkids 
and smother their faces with my kisses and affection and think, “What if we were having to bury one of them 
today?” Even the thought is repulsive. 
 
And yet, even as I think this, my mind goes back almost two decades ago, on the eve of another Thanksgiving, 
I was giving the sermon at my father’s unexpected passing. I was trying to pretend I was able to handle this 
offense. I pretended to be strong and to have strong faith. I succeeded in holding it together for the weaker 
souls around me. But, all the while, I was raging inside. Screaming out at the unfairness of life. Cursing fate, 
and close to cursing God, and doing almost anything inside but give thanks. I had nothing for which I felt 
thankful. 
 
So, how does anybody make sense of the senselessness of Saint Paul’s words? How do you give thanks in all 
things? For all things? 
 
Maybe there’s help here... 
 
1. Deny not what you feel right now. If you’re in no mood to be thankful for all things, no need to pretend   
otherwise. Know what it is you’re feeling right now about the situation you face. Give it a name. But, by all 
means, do not pretend to be thankful if you’re not. 
 
2. Accept that you are not now at the place where you can give thanks for much of anything. Do not shame 
yourself either. Accept instead who you are and what you’re feeling now. 
 
3. And, give yourself time. Time is a great healer of all wounds. I badly burned my hand as a child for          
example, when I disobeyed my mother’s warning to not put my hand on the electric stove. It was still scorching 
hot, she warned, even though the glow had turned gray. In defiance, however, I did anyway. I cannot tell you 
how excruciatingly painful it was and it lasted for days. But, in time, it subsided and my hand healed. So will 
you. 
 

 

 

  
 

     
 

  

   
Hark how the bells,  
sweet silver bells,  
all seem to say,  

throw cares away 
Christmas is here, 

bringing good cheer! 
 

A Christmas Concert 
with the Noteworthy Handbell Choir 

 
Sunday, December 9th 

at 3:00 p.m. 
Refreshments will be served 

following the concert. 
Invite your friends and neighbors! 

November Anniversaries 
 

Gary & Ellen Galo—Nov. 8th 
December Anniversaries 

Robert Firman & Charlotte Kovich 
December 25th 

November Birthdays 
3rd Kristine Layo 
 Richard Merchant  
 Romi Sebald 
9th—Noah Hargrave 
11th—Ashley Hargrave 
12th—Carol Cavallaro 
18th—Scott Dafoe 
30th Brook & Bekk Chudzinski 
 
December Birthdays 

 
3rd—Joe Swan  
14th- Charles Colbert 
20th—Georgia Enright 

November    
Community    

Dinner* 
November 28 

Wednesday, November 28 5-6:30 

 
Everyone is invited to join us for a 
home-cooked meal among friends! 

 

 
Hearty soup 

Breads and rolls 
Salad 

Home-made desserts 
 

*We will take a break from our     
Community Dinners in December, 

and resume in the New Year 
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In Brief  

         Sunday Lectionary readings for November and December 
 

 If you would like to read and meditate on the lectionary readings ahead, in preparation for coming to    
celebrate the Mass each Sunday, here are the readings. Karen provides the Old Testament and New Testament 
readings and the Psalms in the bulletin for us each week. This list is just an additional opportunity for you to   
access them. I have included the gospel readings as well. If you ever have questions about any of the readings, 
feel free to ask. If I don't know the answer, we can search for one together! 
 
The Lectionary for November 
November 4 (All Saints):  Isaiah 25:6-9; Psalm 24; Revelation 21:1-6a; John 11:32-44 
November 11:  Ruth 3:1-5; 4:13-17; Psalm 127; Hebrews 9:24-28; Mark 12:38-44 
November 18:  1 Samuel 1:4-20; 1 Samuel 2:1-10; Hebrews 10:11-25; Mark 13:1-8 
November 25 (Christ the King):  2 Samuel 23:1-7; Psalm 132:1-19; Revelation 1:4b-8; John 18:33-37 
 
The Lectionary for December 
December 2 (Advent 1):  Jeremiah 33:14-16; Psalm 25:1-9; 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13; Luke 21:25-36 
December 9 (Advent 2):  Malachi 3:1-4; Canticle 16; Philippians 1:3-11; Luke 3:1-6 
December 16 (Advent 3):  Zephaniah 3:14-20; Canticle 9; Philippians 4:4-7; Luke 3:7-18 
December 23 (Advent 4):  Micah 5:2-5a; Canticle 15; Hebrews 10:5-10; Luke 1:39-55 
December 24 (Christmas Eve): Isaiah 9:2-7; Psalm 96; Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-20 
December 30: (Christmas 1) Isaiah 61:10-62:3; Psalm 147; Galatians 3:23-25; 4:4-7; John 1:1-18 

 

 

All your works shall give thanks to you, O Lord, 
and all your faithful shall bless you. 

They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom, 
and tell of your power, 

to make known to all people your mighty deeds, 
                                      and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 

                                                    (Psalm 145:10-12) 
  

ALL are invited 
 to lift your voices in songs and prayers of thanksgiving 

with your brothers and sisters 
of God's holy churches in Norwood! 

 

Norwood Community Thanksgiving 
Monday, November 19

th
 at 7 p.m. 

Norwood United Churches (at the UMC building) 
 

Those who would like to sing in the united choir 
please come at 6:30 for a short rehearsal. 

 
Plan to stay for refreshments and fellowship in the hall following the service! 
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4. This I know. You cannot imagine it now but, if you will permit yourself to feel whatever it is 
you feel today... if you will not judge yourself for feeling less thankful as Saint Paul, you will... in 
time... begin to see the hand of the Divine in and through everything that happens. And, something 
will begin to change in how you feel. 
 
I know. I’ve been there. 
 
There will come a day when you will find yourself giving thanks for the very thing that once 
caused you the greatest trouble... the deepest sorrow. There is a mystery here that I can neither  
explain nor explore. I just know it to be true. 
 
German theologian, Rudolf Otto called it the “Numinous” or the “Mysterium Tremendum.” A 
mystery that you will turn away from in fear and trembling, with questions and confusion; but, and 
this is the irony... the mystery, what you turn away from today, you turn toward tomorrow. What 
you repel today, you receive tomorrow. I cannot explain this. I just know it to be so. 
 
On the eve of this Thanksgiving, I am giving thanks for everything. But you don’t have to. If you 
are not able to give thanks, then... 
 
Know today... you don’t have to pretend. You do not have to wear a smile you really don’t feel, 
just so everybody else will be comfortable. Know that it’s OK to not feel so grateful this      
Thanksgiving... to not feel like joining the chorus of praise. 
 
My guess is, for some of you, just knowing this is enough to make you feel a little more grateful... 
 
It is, isn’t it? Enough, I mean. 
 
Think of this as the first note in what will someday be a song... 
 
A Song of Thanksgiving. 
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 As President, on October 3, 1789, George Washington made the following proclamation and      

created the first Thanksgiving Day designated by the national government of the United States of           

America: 

Whereas it is the duty of all Nations to acknowledge the providence of Almighty God, to obey his will, to 

be grateful for his benefits, and humbly to implore his protection and favor, and whereas both Houses of 

Congress have by their joint Committee requested me "to recommend to the People of the United States 

a day of public thanksgiving and prayer to be observed by acknowledging with grateful hearts the many 

signal favors of Almighty God especially by affording them an opportunity peaceably to establish a form 

of government for their safety and happiness." 

Now therefore I do recommend and assign Thursday the 26th day of November next to be devoted by 

the People of these States to the service of that great and glorious Being, who is the beneficent Author of 

all the good that was, that is, or that will be. That we may then all unite in rendering unto him our     

sincere and humble thanks, for his kind care and protection of the People of this Country previous to 

their becoming a Nation, for the signal and manifold mercies, and the favorable interpositions of his        

providence, which we experienced in the course and conclusion of the late war, for the great degree of 

tranquility, union, and plenty, which we have since enjoyed, for the peaceable and rational manner, in 

which we have been enabled to establish constitutions of government for our safety and happiness, and       

particularly the national One now lately instituted, for the civil and religious liberty with which we are 

blessed; and the means we have of acquiring and diffusing useful knowledge; and in general for all the 

great and various favors which he hath been pleased to confer upon us. 

And also that we may then unite in most humbly offering our prayers and supplications to the great 

Lord and Ruler of Nations and beseech him to pardon our national and other transgressions, to enable 

us all, whether in public or private stations, to perform our several and relative duties properly and 

punctually, to render our national government a blessing to all the people, by constantly being a       

Government of wise, just, and constitutional laws, discreetly and faithfully executed and obeyed, to   
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protect and guide all Sovereigns and Nations (especially such as have shown kindness unto us) and to bless 

them with good government, peace, and concord. To promote the knowledge and practice of true religion 

and   virtue, and the encrease of science among them and Us, and generally to grant unto all Mankind such 

a  degree of temporal prosperity as he alone knows to be best. 

Given under my hand at the City of New York the third day of October in the year of our Lord 1789.” 
 

 

 
Twinkle Lights 

 
Just down the block 
is a lamppost so lost 

in two thick oaks 
it gives no light whatsoever 

to the street. 
The house behind it 

is a dark marvel 
so deep is it in night, 

though in ordinary day 
it is only homey 

in an ordinary way. 
 

Like my favorite twinkle lights 
so deftly lost in needles 

of the trimmed, triumphal 
tree – not for eyes to see 
but to lure eyes further 

into not seeing, 
to get the thought to seek 

another night marvel 
that in ordinary day 

might be a stable 
in an ordinary way, 

but played by starlight 
into not quite seeability, 

is the deeper shadow 
of what this tree means. 

 
Carroll Boswell 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 


