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Count your blessings; name them one by one. 
Count your many blessings, see what God has done! 

 
Dear brothers and sisters, 
 
 When I was a child, saying “thank you” was something I was taught to do out 
of politeness. A good girl says “thank you” if someone gives her a gift, or helps her 
with something. A good girl sends a “thank you” note for each birthday or Christmas 
gift she receives. Saying “thank you,” I was taught, was our duty. I can remember 
dutifully cranking out notes to my Grandmother and other relatives, working very 
hard to sound truly thankful, even for gifts that I didn’t feel especially thankful for. 
 
 I am thankful (appropriately enough) to my parents for bringing me up with a 
strong sense of politeness, but it has taken me some years of growing up to begin to 
understand that gratitude is so much more than mere politeness. Being thankful is not 
simply a matter of duty; it is the foundation for a healthy and joyful life. To become a 
thankful person is to learn to see the goodness all around us, instead of focusing on 
our own fears and resentments and worries. It isn’t a saccharine, Pollyanna thing, 
making ourselves selfishly blind to the pain and sorrow in the world and in our life. It 
is recognizing the goodness of God, and the kindness of people, in the midst of those 
realities. Gratitude is choosing hope over fear, and grace over bitterness. Gratitude is 
seeing the light of God even in the darkest places. 
 
 Have you ever sat down and tried to count all your blessings? If you once 
begin, you will find that you are a very long time in coming to the end of that list. I 
have found that as I count my blessings, the list grows longer even as I count! I     
suspect that the truth is, we might never come to the end of all the blessings God has 
showered on us. 
 
 President George Washington declared the first official Thanksgiving Day in 
our country with a proclamation on the 3rd of October, 1789. He marked the day by 
worshiping at St. Paul’s Chapel in New York City, and by donating beer and food to 
all the imprisoned debtors in the city – not a bad way to celebrate. From the           
beginning of our nation it has been our practice to take time every year to give thanks 
for our blessings. Our challenge is to make Thanksgiving Day a way of life, and not 
just a matter of duty. 
 
 In 1963, President John F. Kennedy wrote a Proclamation for Thanksgiving 
Day, just two months after four little African-American girls were killed in a church 
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“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I 

will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you and learn from 
me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find 

rest for your souls.” (Matthew 11:28-29) 



 

 

bombing in Birmingham, and only 17 days before he was assassinated in Dallas. In a time of unrest and       
uncertainty not so very different from our own, this proclamation calls us to be a people of gratitude, seeking 
hope and grace in the midst of fear and bitterness: finding light in the midst of darkness. 
 

Proclamation 3560 
THANKSGIVING DAY, 1963  

November 4,1963 
By the President of the United States of America 

 
 Over three centuries ago, our forefathers in Virginia and in Massachusetts, far from home in a lonely 
wilderness, set aside a time of thanksgiving. On the appointed day, they gave reverent thanks for their safety, 
for the health of their children, for the fertility of their fields, for the love which bound them together and for 
the faith which united them with their God. 
 
 So too when the colonies achieved their independence, our first President in the first year of his first 
Administration proclaimed November 26,1789, as "a day of public thanksgiving and prayer to be observed by 
acknowledging with grateful hearts the many signal favors of Almighty God" and called upon the people of the 
new republic to "beseech Him to pardon our national and other transgressions * * * to promote the knowledge 
and practice of true religion and virtue * * * and generally to grant unto all mankind such a degree of temporal 
prosperity as He alone knows to be best." 
 
 And so too, in the midst of America's tragic civil war, President Lincoln proclaimed the last Thursday 
of November 1863 as a day to renew our gratitude for America's "fruitful fields," for our "national strength and 
vigor," and for all our "singular deliverances and blessings." 
 
 Much time has passed since the first colonists came to rocky shores and dark forests of an unknown 
continent, much time since President Washington led a young people into the experience of nationhood, much 
time since President Lincoln saw the American nation through the ordeal of fraternal war—and in these years 
our population, our plenty and our power have all grown apace. Today we are a nation of nearly two hundred 
million souls, stretching from coast to coast, on into the Pacific and north toward the Arctic, a nation enjoying 
the fruits of an ever-expanding agriculture and industry and achieving standards of living unknown in previous 
history. We give our humble thanks for this. 
 
 Yet, as our power has grown, so has our peril. Today we give our thanks, most of all, for the ideals of 
honor and faith we inherit from our forefathers—for the decency of purpose, steadfastness of resolve and 
strength of will, for the courage and the humility, which they possessed and which we must seek every day to 
emulate. As we express our gratitude, we must never forget that the highest appreciation is not to utter words 
but to live by them. 
 
 Let us therefore proclaim our gratitude to Providence for manifold blessings—let us be humbly thankful 
for inherited ideals—and let us resolve to share those blessings and those ideals with our fellow human beings 
throughout the world. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, I, JOHN F. KENNEDY, President of the United States of America, in            
consonance with the joint resolution of the Congress approved December 26,1941, 55 Stat. 862 (5 U.S.C. 87b), 
designating the fourth Thursday of November in each year as Thanksgiving Day, do hereby proclaim Thursday, 
November 28,1963, as a day of national thanksgiving. 
 On that day let us gather in sanctuaries dedicated to worship and in homes blessed by family affection 
to express our gratitude for the glorious gifts of God; and let us earnestly and humbly pray that He will contin-
ue to guide and sustain us in the great unfinished tasks of achieving peace, justice, and understanding among all 
men and nations and of ending misery and suffering wherever they exist.  IN WITNESS WHEEEOF, I have 
hereunto set my hand and caused the Seal of the United States of America to be affixed. 
 DONE at the City of Washington this fourth day of November, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred 
and sixty-three, and of the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred and eighty-eighth. 
     
           JOHN F . KENNEDY 
 
A happy, gracious, and blessed Thanksgiving Day to you all!      Kathryn+ 
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December 2019 

Sunday Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

1 
The First Sunday of 
Advent 
 
Holy Eucharist   
10:00 am  
  Coffee Hour 

2 3 
10 am Bible 
Study  
 
Common Cents  
10-2pm    

4   5                
Common Cents             
10-2pm 

6 
 
 
 
 

7 
Common 
Cents             
10-Noon 
Christmas 
Bazaar         
9-1pm 
 
 

8 
The Second Sunday 
of Advent 
 
Holy Eucharist   
10:00 am  
  Coffee Hour 
3pm Noteworthy 
Handbell Concert 

9 
 

10 
10 am Bible 
Study  
 
Common Cents  
10-2pm    
 
 

11 
Women’s Guild 
at noon 

12 
Common Cents             
10-2pm 

13 
 
 
 
 

14 
Common 
Cents               
10-Noon 
10am Vestry 
 
 
 
 

15 The Third     
Sunday of           
Advent 
 
Holy Eucharist 
10:00 am  
 
    
Coffee Hour 
 
 

16 17 
10 am Bible 
Study  
   
 
Common Cents  
10-2pm    
 
 

18 
Services at 
Norwood 
group homes     
3:30 pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

19 
 
Common Cents  
10-2pm    
 
 

20 
 
 

21 

Common 
Cents               
10-Noon 
Closing at 
noon to   
reopen Jan. 
7th 
 
 10 am 
Daughters of 
the King 
 

22 The Fourth  
Sunday of Advent 
 
Holy Eucharist   
10:00 am  

   Coffee Hour 
 

23 24 Christmas 
Eve. 

Lessons &  
Carols 
5pm covered 
dish following 
the service 

25  
The Nativity of 
our Lord Jesus 
Christ 
Christmas Day 

26 
 
 

27 
 

28 
 

 
           

29   The First        
Sunday after 
Christmas Day   
 
Holy Eucharist   
10:00 am   
 
Coffee Hour           
 
 

30 
   

31  New 
Year’s Eve 

30 
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November 2019 

Sunday Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

         
Common Cents             
10-2pm 

1 
 

2 
Common 
Cents             
10-Noon 

3  Feast of All Saint’s 
Day 
The Twenty-first      
Sunday after        
Pentecost 
Proper 26  
10:00 am  
 
 

4 
 

5  no    
Bible 
Study 
Common 
Cents             
10-2pm 
    

6  
 
   
 

7 
Common Cents             
10-2pm 
 
 

8 
 
 
 
 

9   
  Common 
Cents             
10-Noon 
 
10:am Vestry 
 
 

10 The               
Twenty-second       
Sunday after        
Pentecost Proper 27 
 
  Holy Eucharist 
10:00 am  
     Coffee Hour  
    

11 12 
 10am Bible 
Study 
 
Common 
Cents  
10-2pm  
 
 

13  Women’s 
Guild at noon 

14 
Common Cents             
10-2pm 
 
 

15 
 
 
 
 
 

16 
Common 
Cents               
10-Noon 
10 am 
Daughters of 
the King 
 
 

17  The Twenty-third        
Sunday after        
Pentecost Proper 28 
Holy Eucharist   
10:00 am  
  Coffee Hour  
 
4pm The Holy        
Ordination to the     
Diaconate of           
Helen I. Harris 

18 
 
 
 
 

19 
 10am    
Bible Study 
 
Common 
Cents             
10-2pm 
 
 
 

20 Services at 
Norwood 
group homes  
3:30 pm 

 
 

21 
 
Common Cents             
10-2pm 
 
 

22 
 
 
 
 

23 

 
Common 
Cents               
10-Noon 

24   The Last  Sunday 
after  Pentecost  
Proper 29 
 
 
Holy Eucharist   
10:00 am               
Coffee Hour  

25 26 
Common 
Cents              
Closed all 
week 

 27 28 
Thanksgiving 
Day 
Community 
Dinner at noon 

29 
 

30 
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Psalm 100 
A Psalm for giving thanks! 

 
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth! 

Serve the Lord with gladness! 
Come into his presence with singing! 

Know that the Lord, he is God! 
It is he who made us, and we are his; 

we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving, 
and his courts with praise! 

Give thanks to him; bless his name! 

For the Lord is good; 

his steadfast love endures forever, 

and his faithfulness to all generations. 
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“The simple act of lifting your voice in song may well be the most     
significant way you serve your church this Sunday.” 

Your Church Needs You to Sing! 

 Your brothers and sisters in your local church need you. They need you to show up. They need you to 
be engaged. And, perhaps more than many of us realize, they need you to sing. 

 Congregational singing can be polarizing. For some people, singing is their favorite part of the 
church's gathering. Others prefer to arrive on Sunday mornings just as the worship team is wrapping up and 
the sermon is about to begin. For those in the latter category, perhaps you're highly self-conscious about your 
lack of ability to carry a tune, or maybe you don't jibe with the style of music your church's hipster music   
director tends to choose.                                                                                                                                     
 (Note: We in no way mean to imply that Karen is a hipster. :D Mtr. K+) 

 Whatever the reason, I want you to hear that your church suffers when your voice is silent. 

Get to the Heart 

 The Bible is full of singing and songs. It wouldn't surprise me in the least if God's divine speech, by 
which he spoke the world into existence, sounded more like a song than a seminar. Adam's first words to Eve 
are beautifully poetic: 

“At last, here is one of my own kind— 
Bone taken from my bone, and flesh from my flesh. 
‘Woman’ is her name because she was taken out of man.” (Genesis 2:23) 

  The largest book in the Bible is a collection of songs. At least once, if not more often, the apostle Paul 
quotes or crafts what seems to be an early Christian hymn: 

“He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.                                                                              
For by him all things were created,                                                                                          

in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible,                                                                               
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—                                                                                          

all things were created through him and for him.                                                                                                                    
And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together.                                                                                          

And he is the head of the body, the church.                                                                                  
He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead,                                                                            

that in everything he might be preeminent.                                                                                                                               
For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell,                                                                                                          

and through him to reconcile to himself all things,                                                                          
whether on earth or in heaven,                                                                                               

making peace by the blood of his cross.” (Colossians 1:15-20) 

And Jesus himself sang: 

“And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.” (Matthew 26:30) 

 And for good reason: singing uniquely engages our heads and our hearts, our intellect and our         
affections. That's basically what Paul says in Colossians 3:16, 

“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing 
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God.” 

where he connects "the word of Christ dwell[ing] in you richly" with "singing psalms and hymns and        
spiritual songs." Good songs take the truths hovering in our heads and sink them down for our hearts to dwell 
on. 

 "When life is falling apart, your singing becomes a forceful testimony to the faithfulness of God." 

 We experience the power of singing in songs like Horatio Spafford's famous "It Is Well with My 
Soul." As we sing the third verse, we cannot help but feel the solemnity of the line,  

 

 

  
 

     
 

  

   

 

 

 

 

                     

 

  

  Anniversaries 
 

November 8th 

Gary & Ellen Galo 

November Birthdays 
 3rd—Kristine Layo 
 Richard Merchant 
 Romi Sebald 
9th—Noah Hargrave 
11th—Ashley Hargrave 
12th—Carol Cavallaro 
30th— 
      Brook & Bekk Chudzinski 
 
December Birthdays 
3rd—Joe Swan 
14th—Charles Colbert 
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thanksgiving, God, and love 
 
i thank You God for most this amazing 
day: for the leaping greenly spirits of trees 
and a blue true dream of sky; and for everything 
which is natural which is infinite which is yes 

(i who have died am alive again today, 
and this is the sun’s birthday; this is the birth 
day of life and love and wings: and of the gay 
great happening illimitably earth) 

how should tasting touching hearing seeing 
breathing any-lifted from the no 
of all nothing-human merely being 
doubt unimaginable You? 

(now the ears of my ears awake and 
now the eyes of my eyes are opened) 

e. e. cummings 



 

 

In Brief  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

Beginning November 12th the Tuesday morning Bible study will be following a six-week book-and-DVD series 
about the apostle Paul by Adam Hamilton, senior pastor of The United Methodist Church of the Resurrection in 
Leawood, Kansas. The following description is from Hamilton’s website: 

Follow the journeys of Paul, beginning with his dramatic conversion, as he spread the Gospel through 
modern-day Greece and Turkey. Travel to the early church sites and explore Paul’s conversations with the 
Romans, Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, and Thessalonians. In this six-week 
study, you are invited to experience faith through Christ’s greatest teacher and missionary. 

Our Tuesday morning group meets at 10 a.m. and anyone is welcome to join us. If you want to attend and would 

like a copy of the book, please contact Mtr. Kathryn. 

 
 
 

Hark how the bells,  
sweet silver bells,  

 all seem to say,  
throw cares away 
Christmas is here, 

bringing good cheer! 
 

 A Christmas Concert 
           with the Noteworthy Handbell Choir 

 
Sunday, December 8th 

at 3:00 p.m. 
Refreshments will be served 

following the concert. 
Invite your friends and neighbors! 
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My sin - oh, the bliss of this glorious thought - my sin not in part but the whole . . ." 

 Yet suddenly the minors of the first half of the verse give way to the bright major chords of the 
second half, and we confidently declare, 

". . . is nailed to the cross, and I bear it no more: praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!" 

 And as we sing, we feel the major lift of the music raise our hearts to soar in proportion with the 
glory of that truth. 

 Sure, we could speak the lyrics, and the truth in them should still move us to worship. But the 
elements of rhythm and melody arrest our affections in transformative ways not typical of speech alone. 

Teach and Admonish 

 But congregational singing isn't only about you and engaging your emotions. It is that, but there 
is more. In Colossians 3:16, Paul also instructs the church to continue "teaching and admonishing one 
another in all wisdom," and he implies that congregational singing is one of the means of doing so. In 

Ephesians 5:19: 

“addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the 
Lord with your heart,” 

 Paul makes the implication of Colossians 3:16 explicit, telling the church to "[address] one     
another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs." Singing is vital to the edification of the church. And 
it's not enough that just a few people sing - Paul is telling you to sing for the benefit of your brothers and 
sisters. 

 But how does your voice benefit your church - especially if your singing voice sounds like a 
dog's howl? The power of your participation in congregational singing is not in the quality of your tone 
but in your voice's testimony to God's faithfulness. Your participation in singing signifies to all those 
around you that you love Jesus and trust his gospel. By heartily singing, "What can wash away my sin? 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus!" you are exhorting those around you to lay hold of that precious truth. 
By singing of your sin and salvation, you are instructing your church, spouse, children, friends, and 
neighbors in    gospel truth. 

Declare His Faithfulness 

 What about when you don't feel like singing, though? When your soul is downcast, and your 
faith is diminished? These are the times when your church needs your voice the most. 

 "Good songs take the truths hovering in our heads and sink them down for our hearts to dwell 
on." 

 The gospel is on full display in our weakness. When all is going well for you, and life is sailing   
smoothly along, you should sing - but it's less surprising when you do. When all is going well, it is    
surprising when you don't sing. 

 But when life is falling apart, and trials threaten your security, that is when your singing becomes 
a forceful testimony to the faithfulness of God. 

 In your church, the most prominent leaders of congregational song may be up front on a        
platform. But the most prominent leaders aren't always the most powerful leaders. In fact, in my years as 
a worship pastor, I have found that the most powerful leaders of congregational worship are almost    
always found in the pews: 

*  The expecting mother who suffered a devastating miscarriage the day before, but through the tears 
sings out, "In Christ alone my hope is found; he is my light, my strength, my song." 

*  The divorced woman, battling loneliness and depression, who declares, "Jesus, Jesus, how I trust him 
- how I've proved him over and over." 

*   The 76-year-old husband and wife who recently buried their youngest daughter and two            
granddaughters, but still sit in the second row on Sunday morning - as they have for the past forty years 
- and cry out, "He will hold me fast. He will hold me fast. For my Savior loves me so. He will hold me 
fast." 
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 These are the folks whose singing can spur on my faith as much as any sermon. Their act of     
declaring the faithfulness of God through their participation in the church's songs makes me love the truth 
we are singing with affections that I could never muster if I were singing on my own. The songs of                 
suffering saints speak life to my soul. 

 So, when the music starts this weekend, don't underestimate what happens as you sing. You are 
engaging your heart, teaching those around you (and receiving teaching), and declaring God's                       
faithfulness. The simple act of lifting your voice in song may well be the most significant way you serve 
your church this Sunday. 

Nick Aufenkamp                                                                                                                                                 
Pastor, Saint Paul, Minnesota                                                                                              
https://www.desiringgod.org/authors/nick-aufenkamp 
 
This article was submitted by Karen Morgan. 

“The simple act of lifting your voice in song may well be the most significant way 
you serve your church this Sunday.”...continued... 

 
 
 

God willing, 
 

The Right Reverend William H. Love, 
Ninth Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Albany, 

will Ordain to the Sacred Order of Deacons 
in Christ’s One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church 

 

Helen Irene Harris 
 

on the Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost, 
the seventeenth day of November 

in the Year of our Lord Two Thousand Nineteen 
at four o’clock at the afternoon 

 
at St. Philip’s Church 
42 South Main Street 

Norwood, New York 13668 
 

Your prayers and presence are requested. 
RSVP by November 9th to Mtr. Kathryn at stphilips@live.com 

 

 

Community Lunches 
 
 Our monthly lunches are going to be a little different in November and December, because 
of the holidays. In November we are trying something new. Instead of our regular lunch on the 
fourth Wednesday, we are inviting our members and neighbors to join us for Thanksgiving dinner 
on the fourth Thursday – which is, of course, Thanksgiving Day itself.  
 Please note: on Thanksgiving Day our dinner will be served at noon, rather than at 
our usual time of 11:30. 
 
 Of course, many of us will be busy with family responsibilities at home, but for all who are 
able and willing to join us we hope to open our doors to anyone who doesn’t have a home full of 
family and friends to eat with, and to make it a true day of Thanksgiving for all who join us. If you 
know of anyone in our community who will be alone and is unable to leave their house, please let 
me know so we can arrange to deliver a meal along with some holiday cheer. 
 
Our menu will be entirely traditional: 
 

Turkey and dressing 
Mashed potatoes and gravy 

Vegetables 
Cranberry Sauce 

Rolls 
Pies 

 
 We plan to take a break from our lunches in December, since we will all be quite busy.  
But we will be back to offer a nice hot lunch on the fourth Wednesday of January                           
(weather permitting!) 
 
 I want to express my heartfelt thanks to all who have cooked, served, welcomed, and 
washed dishes for our Community meals over this past year – so cheerfully, so                                  
generously and so well! God bless you and your capable hands! 

 

2019 Norwood Community Thanksgiving 
 

Please join your brothers and sisters of the Norwood churches in an 
ecumenical celebration 

Tuesday, November 26 at 7 p.m. 
at the United Methodist church building on Prospect Street. A time 
of fellowship and refreshments will follow. Each congregation is 

asked to bring a few pies or other desserts to share.  
All donations collected at the offering will benefit Norwood/

Norfolk/Raymondville Outreach. 
 

         I hope St. Philip’s will be well represented! 
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Sing We Now of Christmas! 
 
The oldest known Christmas carol may be “Of the Father’s Love Begotten”. The beautiful 
plainchant song that we find in our hymnal was translated from the Latin “Corde Natus Ex 
Parentis”  – literally “Of the Father’s Heart begotten”. It was originally a poem, written by 
the Roman Christian poet   Aurelius Prudentius Clemens, who lived in the latter half of the 
fourth century in what is now   northern Spain. The words we sing each Christmas are a 
translation by J.M. Neale, a 19th century English scholar, theologian and writer who wrote or 
translated a vast number of our most beloved hymns, including “O Sacred Head Now 
Wounded”, “Good Christian Men Rejoice” and “Good King Wenceslaus” - just to name a 
few. 
 
Of the Father's love begotten 
ere the worlds began to be, 
he is Alpha and Omega, 
he the Source, the Ending he, 
of the things that are, that have 
been, 
and that future years shall see, 
evermore and evermore! 

O that birth forever blessed, 
when the Virgin, full of grace, 
by the Holy Ghost conceiving, 
bore the Savior of our race; 
and the babe, the world's                   
Redeemer, 
first revealed his sacred face, 
evermore and evermore! 

O ye heights of heav'n, adore him; 
angel hosts, his praises sing; 
all dominions, bow before him, 
and extol our God and King; 
let no tongue on earth be silent, 
ev'ry voice in concert ring,  
evermore and evermore! 

Christ, to thee, with God the                  
Father, 
and, O Holy Ghost, to thee, 
hymn and chant and high thanksgiving 
and unwearied praises be, 
honor, glory, and dominion 
and eternal victory, 
evermore and evermore! 
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A message from Helen and Michael 
 

 A church is not a building, a church is the people, our beloved people. 

 Al Layo, Joan Ladouceur, Harriet Swan, Fr. Denney and Mary, Alice 

Goodrich, Ruth Blanchard, Dot Colby, Paul Allen, Barb Murray and Scott 

Dafoe. These are some of our lost members.  Each has left us cherished               

memories, hugs, carrying, friendship and love.  Love not lost but waiting. 

 

 Years ago, on my first date with Michael, we went to a movie named 

“Ghost.”  It stared Patrick Swayze and Demi Moore.  It was about a young 

couples love for one another that was cut all too short by Patrick’s murder.   

He remains on earth as a ghost and tries to comfort and protect his love Demi.  

In the last scene while he is called to heaven and light surrounds him, he says: 

“It’s amazing, you bring it with you, the love, it goes with you.” 

 

 As I begin my new ministry at Zion Church with Dcn. Pat LaVine, I do 

not leave behind St. Philip’s.  The people living and called home will remain 

always in my heart and know that you go with me in my future ministry.          

It’s amazing, the love, your love, my love for you, it goes with me. 

 

 Through the example of Christ’s life and his death on a cross, God lets 

us bring your love in our ministry and our lives here now and evermore. 

 In Jesus’ name,  

         Michael & Helen 



 

 

Memorial Fund For Albert “Al” Layo, Jr.  
  

The family of Albert “Al” Layo asked that consideration be made to use memorial 
funds in Al’s memory to purchase a perpetual item in his memory.  

At the regular meeting of St. Philip’s Vestry, September 14, 2019, the Vestry                    
Members voted  unanimously to set up a memorial fund in Al’s name; the object of 

the fund is to secure funds to purchase a Processional Cross.    
At the time of the Vestry Motion the balance in the Memorial Fund is $470.00.  The acquisition of 
enough funds to purchase the Cross may take many months and the Vestry is fully cognizant of the 
time and the money involved.  The Vestry is also very aware that our congregation is small and  al-

ready gives much to St. Philip’s in “thought, word, and deed”.  The Vestry is offering this                   
opportunity to contribute when and if one is able, nothing more.  

The reason for the decision to purchase the Cross represents Al’s life and faith in the Church and the 
Lord.  Al and his family’s membership in St. Philip’s Parish, spans up to six decades of faithful,                  

devoted service.  Al served as a Vestryman, Warden, Acolyte, Chalice Bearer, Lector, Altar Guild 
Member, occasionally gave the Homily, and many other acts of service to the church and                      

community.  He was a member of The Franciscan Order, and Cursillo.  Al’s experience and talents 
served St. Philip’s in many practical ways also-using his electrical expertise, he made many                   

contributions to areas of need when they arose.  Al’s favorite hymn, “I have decided to follow                
Jesus”, is a true testament to his life, which he lived and believed always.    

Thus, as a former Crucifer and Acolyte, follow Christ’ cross was an everyday happening for Al, and 
purchasing a Processional Cross in him memory is the natural and final tribute to this devoted man of 

God.  Below is a picture of St. Philip’s Processional Cross.  
  

 If you would like further information regarding this Memorial Fund, please contact St. Philip’s Priest/
Rector, The Rev. Kathryn M. Boswell at:  Cell phone – 315-212-5507; Church phone –                                
315-353-2037; E-mail:  stphilips@live.com; or Church address:  42 S. Main Street, Norwood, NY 
13668 – PO Box 225.  
  
  

  
  
  
“I have decided to follow Jesus…”  
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November 3 
Daniel 7:1-3,15-18 
Psalm 149 
Ephesians 1:11-23 
Luke 6:20-31  

December 1 
Isaiah 2:1-5 
Psalm 122                                       
Romans 13:11-14                    
Matthew 24:36-44                         

November 10 
Job 19:23-27a 
Psalm 17:1-9 
2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17 
Luke 20:27-38 

December 8 
Isaiah 11:1-10 
Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19                         
Romans 15:4-13                          
Matthew 3:1-12                                                

November 17 
Malachi 4:1-2a 
Psalm 98 
2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 
Luke 21:5-19 

December 15 
Isaiah 35:1-10 
Psalm 146:4-9                                  
or Canticle 15                       
[or Canticle 3]                            
James 5:7-10                                   
Matthew 11:2-11                            

November 24 
Jeremiah 23:1-6 
Psalm 46 
Colossians 1:11-20 
Luke 23:33-43 

December 22 
Isaiah 7:10-16 
Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18 
Romans 1:1-7                               
Matthew 1:18-25                      

 December 29 
Isaiah 61:10-62:3 
Psalm 147 or 147:13-21 
Galatians 3:23-25; 4: 4-7                         
John 1:1-18          

 

The Dash 
 
I read of a man who stood to speak 
At the funeral of a friend. 
He referred to the dates on her tombstone 
From the beginning to the end. 
 
He noted that first came the date of her birth 
And spoke of the following date with tears. 
But he said what mattered most of all 
Was the dash between those years. 
 
For that dash represents all the time 
That she spent alive on earth 
And only those who loved her 
Know what that little line is worth. 
 
For it matters not, how much we own, 
The cars, the house, the cash. 
What matters is how we live and love 
And how we spend our dash. 
 
So think about this long and hard; 
Are there things you’d like to change? 
For you never know how much time is left 
That can still be rearranged. 
 
If we could just slow down enough 
To consider what’s true and real 
And always try to understand 
The way other people feel. 
 
And be less quick to anger 
And show appreciation more 
And love the people in our lives 
Like we’ve never loved before. 
 
If we treat each other with respect 
And more often wear a smile, 
Remembering that this special dash 
Might only last a little while. 
 
So when your eulogy is being read 
With your life’s actions to rehash 
Would you be proud of the things they say 
About how you spent your dash? 
 
Linda Ellis 
This poem was submitted by Charles Colbert. 
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Ministry Readings for                                   
November—December 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/HolyDays/AllSaintsC_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/HolyDays/AllSaintsC_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/HolyDays/AllSaintsC_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/HolyDays/AllSaintsC_RCL.html#gsp1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Advent/AAdv1_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Advent/AAdv1_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Advent/AAdv1_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Advent/AAdv1_RCL.html#gsp1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp27_RCL.html#ot2
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp27_RCL.html#ps2
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp27_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp27_RCL.html#gsp1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Advent/AAdv2_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Advent/AAdv2_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Advent/AAdv2_RCL.html#gsp1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp28_RCL.html#ot2
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp28_RCL.html#ps2
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp28_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp28_RCL.html#gsp1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Advent/AAdv3_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Advent/AAdv3_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Advent/AAdv3_RCL.html#ps2
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Advent/AAdv3_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Advent/AAdv3_RCL.html#gsp1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp29_RCL.html#ot2
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp29_RCL.html#ps2
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp29_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp29_RCL.html#gsp1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Advent/AAdv4_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Advent/AAdv4_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Advent/AAdv4_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Advent/AAdv4_RCL.html#gsp1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC/Christmas/Christmas1.html#Ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC/Christmas/Christmas1.html#Ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC/Christmas/Christmas1.html#Nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC/Christmas/Christmas1.html#Gsp1

