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Dear brothers and sisters, 

 

Welcome to the year of our Lord 2023! Here we are at the beginning of a 

brand new year. We in the Boswell household are not really big on partying, 

so our New Year’s Eve is a mostly quiet affair. Our wild celebrations are 

generally confined to three basic activities: Chinese takeout, writing out our 

personal New Year’s resolutions, and, for all of us who are still awake, open-

ing all the doors and making a lot of noise at midnight to welcome the new 

year.(My apologies to our neighbors.) 

 

A lot of people make New Year’s resolutions, and I have noticed, from long 

experience, that most of us, when we make our resolutions, tend to focus on 

our past failures. We have gained too much weight, we are unhappy with our 

job, we don’t spend enough time in prayer or Bible study - we think back 

over the year or years past, and we resolve that THIS year we will be a better 

version of ourselves. THIS year we will bring our lives more in line with the 

life we ought to be living. THIS year we resolve to do better, to be better.  

 

But here is some really good news for us all. When God brings us to a new 

beginning, God doesn’t mean for us to re-hash all our failures and shortcom-

ings and disappointed hopes. With God, a new beginning is really and truly a 

fresh start. All past failures are forgiven – and forgotten –  for a start, and 

that alone is nearly more than we can comprehend with our dissatisfied, ob-

sessive, guilt-ridden human brains and hearts.  

 

But hear what King David wrote: 

 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, 

    and forget not all his benefits,  

who forgives all your iniquity, 

    who heals all your diseases, 

who redeems your life from the pit, 
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 Pastoral Letter continued… 

 

    who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, 

The Lord is merciful and gracious, 

    slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

He will not always chide, 

    nor will he keep his anger forever. 

He does not deal with us according to our sins, 

    nor repay us according to our iniquities. 

For as high as the heavens are above the earth, 

    so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 

as far as the east is from the west, 

    so far does he remove our transgressions from us. (Ps. 103:2

-4; 8-12) 

 

God’s grace allows us to leave the past in the past. But God’s 

grace is even bigger and better than that. Not only does God 

forgive our past failures, he also gives us hope for the future. 

“This I call to  mind,” wrote Jeremish, “and therefore I have 

hope: The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his mercies 

never come to an end; they are new every morning; great is 

your faithfulness. ‘The Lord is my portion,’ says my soul, 

‘therefore I will hope in him.’” (Lam. 3:21-24) Every morning 

of this new year to come in fact, every morning of the rest of 

our lives –  we wake to a never-ending gift of God’s love and 

kindness.   

 

As you begin another brand new year, you can let go of the 

burdens of the past. You can go forth with full confidence for 

the future. But maybe most important of all, you can rest as-

sured that wherever you are in your life, whoever you have 

become as you grow up, whatever struggles and burdens you 

might feel incapable of escaping: right now, this day, this very 

moment, you are God’s treasured child, God’s delight, the ap-

ple of God’s eye. As the Psalmist wrote: 

 

“How precious is your steadfast love, O God!  

The children of mankind take refuge in the shadow of your 

wings.  

They feast on the abundance of your house,  

and you give them drink from the river of your delights.  

For with you is the fountain of life; in your light do we see 

light.” (Ps. 36:7-9) 

 

May God’s inexhaustible mercies fill you, accompany you, 

and bear you up, as you enter this new year. 

 

Much love, 

Kathryn+ 

 

 
 

         
 

 

 
‘The Lord  

is my  
portion,’  

says my soul, 
“therefore  

I will  hope 
in him.”   

(Lam. 3:21-24) 
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January 2023  
2 David Ossenkop    13  Louisa Boswell 
4 Jan Ossenkop     15 Craig Ledger  
6 Lizzy Bassity     18  Tim Doyle 
6 Karen Morgan     20  Debbie Morgan 
11 Robert Weaver     24  Judith Boswell 
12 Chuck Morgan     27  Matthew Morgan 
        28 Chris Theodore 

February 2023 
1 Schuyler LaBarge    10    Stacey Ledger 
2 Carrol and Larry Cavallaro (Anniv) 17 Nancy Levison 
4 Eric Dafoe     20 Lynn Howe 
8 Victoria Ohst     24 Michael Harris 
10 Linda Dafoe     24 Susan & Andrew  
         Smith  (Anniv) 

Community Lunches 
Free to all—11:30—1:00 

The last Wednesday of the month—Invite a friend of neighbor to join you!! 
 

January 25 
Spanish Rice 

Rolls 
Tossed green salad 

Desserts 

February 22 
Tuna & Noodle Casserole 

Salads 
Desserts 

Corrections and additions for the St. Philip’s Directory of Family and Friends 
 

 Victoria and Lyanne Garcia-Boswell—Lyanne’s phone 315-261-3013; Victoria’s phone 315
-244-6686 

 Jan and David Ossenkop—birthdays:  David—January 2; Jan—January 4; Anniver-
sary—August 18 

 Andrew and Susan Smith—202 Suburban Park Drive, Apt. 4, Manlius, NY   13104-1981 
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The season of preparation for Easter and a time of fasting, penitence, almsgiving, pray-
er, and study. In the early church, sinners who had been publicly excommunicated from 
the church began a forty-day period of penitential discipline at the beginning of Lent 
so that they could be readmitted to communion on Easter Day.  This custom lies at the 
root of congregational Lenten observance today, and most Episcopal churches keep the 
season of Lent with special programs, reading groups, midweek services, and prayer 
groups. Lent’s climax is in the baptisimal liturgy and renewal of baptismal vows at East-
er. Many festal elements of the liturgy are missing from the church during the Lenten 
season, such as alleluias and the Gloria in exclsis, and the church furnishings also reflect 
this austerity.  The liturgical colors are purple or unbleached linen.   
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 Winter Sunset 
 

by Jennifer Lynn Woodruff 

 

 The sky is blue and rose tonight  

 the clouds paint trails across the sun  

 the dark comes swiftly down the road  

 and all the day is left undone.  

 

 These are the colors that I claimed  

 the blue for darkness, pain, and loss  

 the rose for joys as yet unborn  

 and blossoming at countless cost;  

 

 These are the choices that we make  

 here in the shadow of the night  

 to know our ambiguity 

 and yet to live into the light  

 

 Not knowing when the light will come  

 nor what will blossom from the pain  

 of roads that cannot be gone down  

 and days that will not come again.   

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
It seems that there is a stream of 
Limitless meaning flowing into our  
lives if we can but patiently entrust  
ourselves to it. There is no hurry,  
only the need to be true to what  
comes to mind, and to explore the  
current carefully in which one 
presently moves. There is a constant 
fluency of meaning in the instant in 
which we live. One may learn of it 
from rivers in the constancy of their 
utterance, if one listens and is still. 
 

Henry G. Bugbee, Jr. 

The Inward Morning 
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THE EPIPHANY 
[From a sermon of Leo the Great, Bishop of Rome (d. A.D. 461] 
 

L et the full number of the nations now take their place in 
the family of the patriarchs. Let the children of the promise 
now receive blessing in the seed of Abraham. In the persons of 
the Magi let all people adore the Creator of the universe; let 
God be known, not in Judea only, but in the whole world, so 
that “his name may be great in all Israel.” 
 
Dear friends, now that we have received instruction in this revelation of God’s grace, let 
us celebrate with spiritual joy the day of our first harvesting, of the first calling of the 
Gentiles. Let us give thanks to the merciful God, “who has made us worthy,” in the 
words of the Apostle, “to share the position of the saints in Light; who has rescured us 
from the power of darkness, and brought us into the kingdom of his beloved Son.” 
 

A mounting sense of inclusion characterizes this passage.  All people are invited to the 
praise of God; old barriers are overthrown. The kingdom of God’s Son is beyond human 
reckoning. Jesus is manifest for everyone. 
By:  Charles Hoffacker 

 

 

Love Alone 

Gian Carlo  Menotti 

 

     The Child we seek 

     doesn’t need our gold. 

     On love, on love alone 

     he will build his kingdom. 

     His piercéd hand will hold no scepter, 

     his haloed head will wear no crown; 

     his might will not be built 

     on your toil. 

     Swifter than lightening 

     he will soon walk among us. 

     He will bing us new life 

     and receive our death, 

     and the keys to his city 

     belong to the poor. 
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We allow room for embracing beliefs and practices of different reli-
gions and cultures. My faith is stronger because of this. The Episcopal 
Church does not close its doors or punish and condemn its members 
for appreciating a range of beliefs and ideas. In fact, I think one of our 
strengths is our collaborative spirit. 
 
I’m encouraged to question anything, knowing that chances are I’ll 
then be able to engage in a loving, powerful conversation where both 
I and my priest/friend/bishop/committee will learn more about our 
own faith journeys. 
 
Our governing structure is largely democratic. Lay people’s votes car-
ry the same weight as those by clergy, with one exception for bish-
ops – but all political changes are debated and voted on by many 
committees as well as by both laypeople/clergy and bishops before 
becoming church law. 
 
We don’t operate as a church that requires a middle-person between 
people and God. We don’t like hierarchy in that way. We trust people 
to have an open relationship with and to be able to communicate 
freely with God without an intermediary. 
 
We’re a missionary church in everything we do, by definition and 
official corporate title. And our job is not to convert people to think 
like us – that’s not our interpretation of being evangelists. We show 
the love of Jesus with no strings attached because that’s what the 
Gospel is. That’s what we are called to do – love. 
 
We really know how to hug.  

Have you hugged an Episcopalian today? 

 

 
Church Historian 

 

MaryEllen Casselman is 
a cradle Episcopalian, 
raised in Massena, NY, 
an only child of parents 
who with her paternal 
grandmother respected 
and valued the history of 
their forebearers and 
raised her to do so also. 
Her ancestry ranges 
from Irish emigrants to Lower Canada during 
the potato famine to those who came in the 
Palatine immigration becoming United Em-
pire Loyalists and settling in Upper Canada.  
She spent most of her life in various parts of 
the country (AZ, TX, NC, Il) working with 
the MRDD population, coaching Special 
Olympics and working as a Registered Nurse 
in  Oncology and Hospice. Wherever she 
lived she attended a local Episcopal Church, 
however, it was not until she became a mem-
ber of Grace Episcopal Church in Syracuse in 
the late 1980s that she became intrigued with 
church history. 

 

TEN REASONS I AM PROUD TO 
BE AN EPISCOPALIAN 

I can be who I am, openly, and expect full inclusion 
in the life of the church – that means female or 
male or trans*, gay or straight or queer, black or 
white or tan, democrat or republican or libertarian, 
old or young or middle-aged, famous, or not, etc. 
 
I can be ordained as a deacon, priest, bishop, or 
presiding bishop as a female. And I can be ordained 
and have a husband or wife. And children. 
 
I know I can find comfort in the liturgy at any Epis-
copal service I attend. It’s the same every week. I 
can follow the service in any language and know 
what’s being said. It’s predictable. Did someone 
say BCP? 
 
We are adaptive to the changes of the modern 
world and take prayerful action to be part of today, 
not yesterday. We are constantly considering the 
scriptures as they relate to the world today so we 
can remain relevant. 

http://www.episcopalchurch.org/page/missionary-society
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/page/missionary-society
http://www.bcponline.org/
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Local Church History 

The sixth article in MaryEllen’s series of local church history 
 

   Rev. Zachary Taylor Savage 
 

Zachary Taylor Savage was born 2 May 1847 in Baltimore, Maryland, a son of Joseph Ross 

and Sarah Catherine Orchard Savage. After attending Matthews Hall Seminary in Denver, 

Colorado, he was ordained Deacon on 31 May 1874 and Priest on Trinity Sunday 23 May 

1875, both by Bishop J. F. Spalding of Colorado. He first served St. Luke’s Church, Fort 

Collins CO and St. Stephen’s in Longmont, CO from 1874-75 and in 1875 as a missionary in 

Laramie, Wyoming at St. Matthew’s Church. He was welcomed into the Albany Diocese on 

November 1, 1875, to serve as a missionary in St. Lawrence County at St. Thomas’s Church, 

Lawrenceville, St. Peter’s Church, Brush’s Mills (Brushton), Hopkinton, and Nicholville. 

 He returned to Maryland where in 1877 he married Jennie Maria “Jane” Ferris. A daughter 

Ella “Grace” (1878-1954) was born the following year in Dover, New Jersey where he was 

rector at Christ Church, Tom’s River. He began serving Grace Church in Norfolk, New York 

in 1880, where his son Howard Carroll (1880-1929) was born in January of that year.  In 

1881 he discontinued services at Norwood for lack of a place to hold services. In July of the 

same year, a son, Lawrence Ferris (1881-1975) was born in Lawrenceville. Fr. Savage left 

Norfolk in October 1883 and went to serve at the Cathedral of Sts. Peter and Paul in the Dio-

cese of Chicago. He apparently came back to the Albany Diocese as in 1887 he was received 

into the Diocese of Quincy, Illinois from the Albany Diocese to serve both St. John’s Church 

in Kewanee and St. Stephen’s in Pittsfield before becoming rector of St. James Church in 

Griggsville where he remained until 1903. 

He served in St. Louis, Missouri and Georgetown, Colorado in 1903, Emmanuel Church, 

Empire, Colorado 1903-04, Grace Church, Buena Vista Colorado 1905-09, Church of the 

Messiah, Los Animas, Colorado 1909-10 and in retirement at St. James Church in Pueblo, 

Colorado 1911-1936. 

A book by Joyce L. White, “Colorado Episcopal Clergy in the 19th Century” describes Fr. Savage in rela-

tion to St. James Church circa 1922. “One Sunday morning each month a communion service was held, 

sometimes by Father Savage.  Father Savage, a retired priest, had been in Pueblo for some time. He was 

well along in years when he first came and stayed with Father Newton shortly before Father Newton left for 

the East.  In place of a cassock Father Savage, a kindly, plump, white-haired priest wore a black clerical 

skirt tied about his middle.  With his white surplice covering his upper part, no one ever knew that what ap-

peared to be a black cassock was only the lower half of a skirt. Father Savage did not wear Eucharistic vest-

ments as he was not used to them.  Sometimes during extremely cold weather he 

wore his overshoes in the sanctuary as it was just too difficult for him to remove 

them because of his rheumatism.  For many years Father Savage was a familiar 

figure to Pueblo as he was the perennial substitute when any of the Episcopal 

Churches were without a rector.  Although he had personal tragedy, he was al-

ways genial.  As he was retired, he had plenty of time to read and he was a fa-

miliar and frequent visitor to the public library where he was always welcome. “  

Fr. Savage died at the age of 89 years on May 18, 1936, in Pueblo.  

 
 

 

Local 

Church 

History 

At the 

Episcopal 

Mission  

Churches 

Of  

Norfolk 

And 

Norwood 

NY 
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When the Carols Break In 
Jim Wallace 

Every year, there is a point in the Christmas season 
when a particular Christmas carol deeply touches my 
emotions. Even when I was away from Christian faith 
in college, it would sometimes happen on the drive 
home through the Michigan snow to be with my 
family for the holidays. Sometimes it’s unexpected; 
other times I seek it out. In our family tradition, we 
often go to the Kennedy Center for their annual A 
Candlelight Christmas performance in the concert 
hall. Sometimes during the wonderful medley of 
choir, band and sing-a-long carols, one of my then-
small boys would lean over and ask “Dad, why are 
you crying?” It became a happy family humorous 
memory. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Quaker minister and painter Edward Hicks is best 
known for his Peaceable Kingdom pictures, which repre-

sent prophecies in the book of Isaiah. 
 

This year was as wonderful as ever with the Wash-
ington Chorus, highlighted by the audience holding 
up their cell phone flashlights for the singing of Silent 
Night – my favorite hymn at Christmas. But in the car 
on the way home, Jack noted how beautiful the song 
just before that was. It took but a moment for him to 
find the carol on his smartphone so we could all hear 
and understand. And that was my moment this 
Christmas: not the spectacular Christmas concert at 
the Kennedy Center but the car ride home with Luke, 
Jack, and Joy – all listening to The Dream Isaiah 
Saw, a choral Christmas song composed by Glenn 
L.Rudolph to the hymn Lions and Oxen Will Feed in 
the Hay by Thomas H. Troeger.  

 
Here are the lyrics to the Christmas Carol that broke 

through to my heart this year.  
 

 
 

L ions and oxen will feed in the hay, 
Leopards will join with the lambs as they 

play, 
Wolves will be pastured with cows in the 
glade, 
Blood will darken the Earth that God made. 

Little child whose bed is straw, 

Take new lodgings in my heart. 
Bring the dream Isaiah saw: 
Life redeemed from fang and claw. 
Peace will pervade more than forest and field: 
God will transfigure the Violence concealed 
Deep in the heart of systems gain, 
Ripe for the judgment the Lord will ordain. 
Little Child whose bed is straw, 
Take new lodgings in my heart. 
Bring the dream Isaiah saw: 
Justice purifying law. 
Nature reordered to match God’s intent, 
Nations obeying the call to repent, 
 
All of creation completely restored, 
Filled with the knowledge and love of the Lord. 
Little child whose bed is straw, 
Take new lodgings in my heart. 
Bring the dream Isaiah saw: 
Knowledge, wisdom, worship, awe. 

 

Blessed Christmas, everyone. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.reindeermusic.com/
http://www.reindeermusic.com/
https://divinity.yale.edu/faculty-and-research/yds-faculty/thomas-h-troeger
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A Short History of Lent 

 

As we each find our own ways to mark the season of Lent, we follow in the footsteps of centuries of Christians who 

have spent time preparing to celebrate the resurrection of Christ. How did the Church's understanding of the forty 

days of Lent change between the Council of Nicaea in the 4th century and the Second Vatican Council? Church histo-

rian Norman Tanner SJ gives a short history of this time of joy and preparation. 

 

The earliest mention of Lent in the history of the Church comes from the council of Nicaea in 325 AD. The council of 

Nicaea is best known for the profession of faith – the ‘Nicene Creed’ – which is still recited in most parishes every 

Sunday immediately after the sermon. However, the council also issued twenty canons of a practical nature, dealing 

with various aspects of church life, and the fifth of these canons speaks of Lent. 

 

The word used for Lent in this fifth canon is tessarakonta (in the original Greek), which means ‘forty’. For the first 

time in recorded history, we have mention of this period of preparation for Easter as lasting forty days. Much earlier, 

Christians had introduced Easter Sunday to celebrate Christ’s resurrection. Soon afterwards, a period of two or three 

days preparation, specially commemorating Christ’s passion and death – the ‘Holy Week’ part of Lent today – had 

been adopted by various Christian communities. But the first mention of a preparatory period lasting the forty days 

comes from this fifth canon of Nicaea. 

 

The length of time was adopted in imitation of the forty days that Jesus spent in the desert at the beginning of his 

public ministry: 

 

Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. He fasted forty 
days and forty nights and afterwards he was famished. (Matthew 4:1-2) 

In many languages the word for Lent implies ‘forty’: Quaresima deriving 

from quaranta (forty) in Italian;  Cuaresma coming from cuarenta in 

Spanish; Carême deriving from ‘quarante’ in French. The English word 

‘Lent’ has another, very beautiful derivation. It comes from the Anglo-

Saxon (early English) word meaning to ‘lengthen’. Lent comes at a time 

when the hours or daytime are ‘lengthening’, as spring approaches, and 

so it is a time when we too can ‘lengthen’ spiritually, when we can stretch 

out and grow in the Spirit. 

 

 

We should not, therefore, place too much emphasis upon our own efforts. Just as the sun was thought to do the 

work of ‘lengthening’ the days during early Springtime, so it is the sun – in the sense of God’s warmth and light – 

that does this work in our ‘lengthening’ and growing in Christ. In the English language, indeed, we have a beautiful 

play on the words ‘sun’ and ‘son’, which are pronounced identically. Just as the sun was seen to do the work of 

‘lengthening’ the days in spring, so it is the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who does the work of ‘lengthening’ in our spir-

itual growth. This image provides a comfort for us in our busy modern world, where hyperactivity can become the 

norm. Our role during Lent is to cooperate with God’s grace and initiatives, in a sense to relax in the presence of 

God, rather than to force the pace with our own efforts. 
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To mock your reign, O dearest Lord 

 
 To mock your reign, O dearest Lord, 

They made a crown of thorns; 

Set you with taunts along that road 

From which no one returns. 

They did not know, as we do now, 

That glorious is your crown; 

That thorns would flower upon your brow,  

Your sorrows heal our own. 

 

 In mock acclaim, O gracious Lord, 

They snatched a purple cloak, 

Your passion turn, for all they cared, 

Into a soldier’s joke. 

They did not know, as we do now, 

That though we merit blame 

You will your robe of mercy thrown 

Around our naked shame. 

 

 A sceptered reed, O patient Lord, 

They thrust into your hand, 

And acted out their grim charade 

To its appointed end. 

They did not know, as we do now,  

Though empires rise and fall, 

Your Kingdom shall not cease to grow 

Till love embraces all. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Eternal Lord of love, behold your church 

Eternal Lord of love, behold your church 

walking once more the pilgrim way of Lent, 

led by your cloud by day, by night your fire, 

moved by your love and toward your presence 

bent:  far off yet here--the goal of all desire. 

So daily dying to the way of self, 

so daily living in your way of love, 

we walk the road, Lord Jesus, that you trod, 

knowing ourselves baptized into your death: 

so we are dead and live with you in God. 

If dead in you, so in you we arise, 

you the firstborn of all the faithful dead; 

and as through stony ground the green shoots 

break, 

glorious in springtime dress of leaf and flower, 

so into life and glory shall we wake. 

Lent 
 

O  Lord and Master of my life,  

give me not the spirit of sloth, 

despair, lust for power, and idle talk. 

But grant unto me, thy servant, a spirit 

of integrity, humility, patience, and 

love. Yea, O Lord and King, grant me 

to see my own faults and not judge 

another. For blessed are thou unto the 

ages of ages.  Amen. 

 

 

—Ephrem of Edessa 
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Thoughts on Lent 

Lent has two quite remarkable bookends. On Ash Wednesday, we are 

reminded that we are dust and that God loves us even in our dustiness. At 

the end of this season, we will celebrate the power that God’s love has to 

transform this world. Easter reminds us that not even death can keep us 

from God’s unconditional love. As we follow in the footsteps of Jesus 

this Lent, we know that living out God’s love for the world is our ulti-

mate goal. 

We also know that this walk with Jesus won’t be easy. Following Jesus takes us through Good Friday and 

the cross. There will be struggles; there will be times when we stumble, but we are not alone. We are 

bound to one another as children of God. We share with Jesus in God’s beloved family. 

God came among us in the person of Jesus to show us how to be more than simply the human race. He 

came to show us how to realize God’s dream, God’s purpose, God’s plan for us and for all creation. 

Whatever devotion you practice this season of Lent, either giving up something that ties you to this world 

or taking on a spiritual task or discipline, let it be something that helps you participate in the movement of 

God’s love in this world, following in the footsteps of Jesus and loving one another. 

— The Most Rev. Michael Bruce Curry 

 

 
 
 

 

  

 
 

 

 

The Ballad of Mary’s Son 
 

Langston Hughes 
 

It was in the Spring 
The Passover had come. 
There was feasting in the streets and joy. 
But an awful thing 
Happened in the Spring – 
Men who knew not what they did 
Killed Mary’s Boy. 
He was Mary’s Son, 
And the Son of God was He – 
Sent to bring the whole world joy. 
There were some who could not hear, 
And some were filled with fear – 
So they built a cross 
For Mary’s Boy. 
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 Scripture and the early Church suggested a variety of ways in which this ‘lengthening’ might come about, a variety 

of ways in which we can cooperate with God’s grace. The passage from chapter 4 in Matthew’s Gospel, just men-

tioned, emphasized the role of fasting. Canon 5 of the council of Nicaea emphasized rather the importance of for-

giveness and harmony within the Christian community. Thus a synod (local church council) was to be held ‘before 

Lent so that, all pettiness being set aside, the gift offered to God may be unblemished’. Various other features of 

Lent came to be drawn in, as we shall see. 

 

Lent is very ecumenical. At the time of the council of Nicaea, the Church was still united, East and West. We are 

long before the sad division of the Church into Catholics and Orthodox, which came about in the eleventh century. 

Indeed the council of Nicaea belongs principally to the Eastern Church: the city lies in modern Turkey. Most 

Protestant churches recognise the authority of the early councils and therefore, at least tacitly, the canons of Ni-

caea. Article 21 of the Thirty-Nine Articles of the Church of England, in the form first promulgated in 1563, states 

explicitly that respect should be given to the council of Nicaea. In keeping Lent, therefore, Christians can celebrate 

the Eastern roots of their faith. They can rejoice, too, that despite the sad divisions which still remain, unity among 

them is fundamental. Christians are much more united than divided. 

 

It is important to remember that Lent is a joyful season...The older among us 

may remember a more negative emphasis. As boys at school we were urged to 

give up sweets during Lent, and the months of February and March were 

quite a bleak time anyway. Various pleasures, such as watching films, were 

cancelled. Some asceticism is important, of course, but it is essential to place 

the discipline within its proper and positive context: purification so that we 

can receive God’s gifts more fully. 

 

At an early date, the last week of Lent – ‘Holy Week’ – became distinct and 

focused on the last days of Christ’s life on earth, followed by his resurrection. This was an obvious development 

inasmuch as the week tied in with the overall chronology suggested by the gospel writers (the precise chronology 

is debated by scholars). The ‘week’ begins with Palm Sunday, commemorating Jesus’s entry into Jerusalem 

(Matthew 21:1-9; Mark 11:1-10; Luke 19:21-38; John 12:12-18). It moves to the ‘Last Supper’ with his disciples on 

Maundy Thursday – ‘Maundy’ deriving from the Latin mandatum, meaning commandment, following Christ’s invi-

tation: ‘A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another even as I have loved you’ (John 13,34) – and 

his prayer in the garden of Gethsemane, followed by his arrest and the beginning of his trial. Good Friday – ‘good’ 

in the sense that it is the day on which our redemption is realised – commemorates the bitter details of Christ’s 

passion: his scourging and crowning with thorns; his condemnation by Pontius Pilate; his journey to Calvary; his 

death on the cross; and his burial. Holy Saturday quietly remembers Christ’s time in the tomb, and Easter Sunday 

rejoices in his resurrection ‘on the third day’ – ‘third’ in the sense of counting Friday, Saturday and Sunday. The 

long, earlier part of Lent sought to relive more directly Christ’s forty days in the desert, giving Christians appropri-

ate time for quiet, prayer and purification. 

Appropriate colours also came to be chosen for the vestments worn by the priests and other celebrants at the li-

turgical services. Purple is prevalent during Lent, the colour signifying both penance and hope; red is chosen for 

Good Friday, signifying Christ’s shedding of blood and his martyrdom; while the colour for Maundy Thursday as 

well as for the Easter vigil and Easter itself is white, celebrating Christ’s triumph. In these colours we find proper 

attention paid to the visible and sensitive dimensions of the liturgy and of human life. 

 

Norman Tanner SJ – from the blog “Thinking Faith,”  posted March 15 2011 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

FEAST OF THE 

HOLY NAME—

HOLY EUCHARIST 

10 A.M. 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

2 3 
Common Cents 

Closed this week 

4 5 

Common Cents 

Closed this week 

6 
FEAST OF THE 

EPIPHANY 

 

Bible Study— 10 

A.M. 

7 
Vestry Meeting—

10 A.M.  

 

Common Cents 

Closed this week 

8 
EPIPHANY I—THE 

BAPTISM OF OUR 

LORD—HOLY 

EUCHARIST 10  

A.M. 

9 10 
Common Cents 

Re-opens 10-2  

11 
Women’s Guild 

meeting at Noon 

12 
Common Cents 

10-2  

13 
Profile and 

Search Committee 

Retreat  Jan. 13-

14 

14 
Common Cents 

10-noon 

15 
EPIPHANY II—

HOLY EUCHARIST 

10 A.M. 

16 17 
Common Cents 

10-2  

18 19 
Common Cents 

10-2  

20 
Bible Study— 10 

A.M. 

21 
Daughters of the 

King—10  A.M.  

 

Common Cents 

10-noon 

22 
EPIPHANY III– 

HOLY EUCHARIST 

10 A.M. 

ANNUAL MEETING 

& LUNCHEON 

FOLLOWING  

23 24 
Common Cents 

10-2  

25 
COMMUNITY 

LUNCHEON  

11:30—1:00 

26 
Common Cents 

10-2  

27 
Bible Study— 10 

A.M. 

28 
Common Cents 

10-noon 

29 
EPIPHANY IV– 

HOLY EUCHARIST 

10 A.M. 

 

30 31 
Common Cents 

10-2  

    

January 2023 

9 

 

 

 

 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 
Common Cents 

10-2  

3 
Bible Study— 10 

A.M. 

4 
Common Cents 

10-noon 

5 
EPIPHANY V– 

HOLY EUCHARIST 

10 A.M. 

 

6 7 
Common Cents 

10-2  

8 
Women’s Guild 

meeting at Noon 

9 

Common Cents 

10-2  

10 
Bible Study— 10 

A.M. 

11 
Common Cents 

10-noon 

 

Profile & Search 

Committee  

12 
EPIPHANY VI– 

HOLY EUCHARIST 

10 A.M. 

13 14 
Common Cents 

10-2  

15 16 
Common Cents 

10-2  

17 
Bible Study— 10 

A.M. 

18 
Vestry—10 A.M. 

 

Common Cents 

10-noon 

19 
LAST SUNDAY 

AFTER THE  

EPIPHANY – HOLY 

EUCHARIST 10 

A.M. 

20 21 
SHROVE TUESDAY 

 

Common Cents 

10-2  

22 
COMMUNITY 

LUNCHEON 

11:30—1:00 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY 

SERVICE—5:30 

23 
Common Cents 

10-2  

24 
Bible Study— 10 

A.M. 

 

STATIONS OF THE 

CROSS AT NOON 

25 
Common Cents 

10-noon  

26 
FIRST SUNDAY IN 

LENT—HOLY  

EUCHARIST  - 10 

A.M. 

27 28 
Common Cents 

10-2  

    

February 2023 


